FERGI & MRS

I am so shocked to learn that you have (1> lost your beloved Martin in
a traffic accident. 21 can’t believe this has ever happened to him!
I can’t contain my resentment against the tragic quirk of fate.
Imagining how much you grieve for the loss of your son, my heart is
also filled with tremendous grief. @I know nothing can heal your
excruciating pain and words are so powerless for your deep sorrow.

But @1 wish I could relieve yvour ineffable suffering...to make you

let him go... .

I do believe our angelic Martin shall always be there watching us
from above in the beam of sunlight. May his eternal soul find the way &
“into the Light™ and rest in peace.
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Congratulations on your graduation from college! Now (Dyou are

stepping out into the world of business. It may sound corny, but I
have to tell you that I have just @ learned to live according to my
principles through my work, and &'1 do hope you will not let your
work compromise your principles. In fact, my generations 4 were
indoctrinated into believing in the so-called "Messhiboko,” or
dedication to your country or the group you belong to at the
sacrifice of your own personal life. ® But today many options are
open to you, and company work is only one of them. So if your
job doesn’t fit your personal goals and ambitions[if you find
yourself out of your element in your work], you can quit your job
and start your own business. Times have changed. Today we should
follow the path of self-actualization for the good of you and your
country. Keep that in mind when you meet whatever challenge that
lies ahead. Good luck!!
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ARG & BREH

Many Japanese find it extremely difficult to learn English, and some
(D will not even try because of their English phobia. In fact, @

surprisingly small numbers of Japanese, especially in managerial
posts, will try to acquire an English skill as a business tool, while &
shockingly large numbers of non-Japanese shrink from studying
even basic Japanese. But in my opinion, the oft-talked-about aptitude
for language is irrelevant to the mere acquisition of business
communication skills in whatever language.

Another important point is that overnight language acquisition is a
pipe dream. (3 Only through alternate cycles of rapid progress and
long plateaus can you realize the genuine mastery of (the English)
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language. Many people quit their study during the latter stage because
it is so discouraging [always gives you a feeling of “getting
nowhere”]. But mind you, @ your tenacious efforts will certainly
pay off! So even when you are stuck in the agonizing period of the
seeming “no progress,” 5 you must keep your spirit going and get
over it!! Believe in yourself, and believe in “intangible progress!”
[ am sure you can make it! Let's enjoy the process! (Bl3&d5S !)
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